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Introduction
 	The second continental congress was convened on May 10th 1775 in Philadelphia Pennsylvania. This was after the successful attack on Fort Ticonderoga in upstate New York. The convention had the main task of conducting the war for American Revolution that at the time was already underway, following the battles of Lexington and Concord in April 19th. With this mandate in mind, the delegates formed the Continental Army and appointed George Washington as the commander in chief. The delegates despite having a clear mandate, had to decide whether it was best for the colonies to seek a truce with Great Britain or to declare independence.
Onset of the Calls for Independence
At the early stages of the congress, they decided that it was best for the colonies to try and come to a form of reconciliation. This idea was backed by the majority of the delegates at the congress, which led to the approval of the first initiatives towards the achievement of a reconciliation. The “Declaration of the Causes and Necessity for Taking up of Arms” was the first document that they drafted. It laid out the logic behind the need to fight for the rights and freedoms of the colonies. They also drafted the ‘Olive Branch Petition’ to King George III, to try and persuade him to defend their intentions in the British parliament. This petition was ignored, which became one of the reasons that fueled the declaration of independence. The British government completely ignored the needs of the colonials and the fact that they had formed an organized unit that was ready to fight for their rights.

   
The British government not only ignored the petition the delegates gave, they went ahead and authorized the seizing of colonial ships by the royal navy. The British military also went further to mistreat and harass any colonial civilians that they came across. This fueled the calls for independence even further as the colonials felt that all this actions from the British government was unnecessary. 
The support for independence was not just backed because of the problems caused by the conduct in the colonies. There was also the issue of who started the war in the first place. This was debated mostly in the first continental congress and the evidence presented after the battle of Lexington and Concord. There were several depositions conducted on witness that were present at the onset of the battle that indicated that the British soldiers provoked the war and even shot first. The depositions of John Bateman and Thomas Fessenden, is some of the evidence that was put forward to support the claims that the British provoked the war.
 	There was a whole of warfare between the British forces and the continental army, and still the delegates did not have a consensus on the matter of the declaration of independence. To alleviate these conditions in May 1776 Congress approved the colonies to create temporary government structures. This break down of provisional governments would help with the growth of the countries and further grow the ambition to create an independent state for the colonies.
    



 	In June 1776 the first proposal for the declaration of independence was made by Richard Lee of Virginia. The proposal was tabled in congress, and they formed a committee of five men; Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin, John Adams, Roger Sherman and Robert Livingston, to come up with a draft of the decree before they came to any conclusions. Thomas Jefferson played a major role in this process and drafted majority of the original draft. This draft later went back to congress for further discussions. Congress made a number of changes to the first draft and rejected the abolishing of slavery. The delegates in the second continental congress approved the changed draft presented by congress.
Conclusion
The colonials travelled for miles and left their homes to America under immense difficulties. Majority of them were very poor and did not have anything to begin with. The fact that they were able to grow America and make an economy that was booming showed how much resilience they had. The British government on the other hand wants to rip the benefits of a place they did not participate in building. They also did not provide conditions that provided the colonials the rights and freedoms they deserve considering the strides they had made in the new world. The colonials build an economically viable unit and worked together to form their own unit of government that would cater for their needs in the new world. With this much industry they deserved independence despite the efforts of the British government to deny them this right.
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